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1 . HEREWITH FULL TEXT MURREY MARDER BY-LINER WASHING- 
TON POST THURSDAY JANUARY 19 HEADED "SADAT'S SUDDEN 
DRAMA SEEN CALCULATED." 


2. EGYPTIAN PRESIDENT ANWAR SADAT MADE HIS LATEST 
DRAMATIC MOVE YESTERDAY LESS OUT OF SUDDEN PIQUE THAN 
BY DESIGN, TO PRECIPITATE AMERICAN PRESSURE ON ISRAEL, 
PROBABLY AT A WASHINGTON SUMMIT CONEERENCE. 


3. THAT IS THE JUDGMENT OF MANY DIPLOMATIC SOURCES 
IN EGYPT AND ELSEWHERE. IF CARTER ADMINISTRATION 
STRATEGISTS SHARE THAT ASSESSMENT, THEY ARE NOT SAYING 
SO. IT WOULD MEAN THAT SADAT'S ACTION WAS AIMED AS 
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MUCH AT INFLUENCING PRESIDENT CARTER AS IT WAS AT 
ISRAELI PRIME MINISTER MENAHEM BEGIN. 


4. SINCE THE ISMAILIA MEETING BETWEEN SADAT AND BEGIN 
ON CHRISTMAS DAY THERE HAS BEEN MOUNTING EVIDENCE THAT 
SADAT FEARED THAT HIS PEACE INITIATIVE WAS BOGGING DOWN 
IN DIPLOMATIC HAGGLING. FOR MORE THAN A WEEK SADAT HAS 
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SIGNALED THAT HE MUST BREAK OUT OE THAT PATTERN, WITH 
SOME NEW "ELECTRIC SHOCK" ACTION. 

5. EGYPTIAN SOURCES HAVE SAID THAT SADAT BECAME CON- 
VINCED THAT HE MUST REINVOLVE PRESIDENT CARTER IN 
PERSONAL ACTION TO INDUCE BEGIN TO COME TO TERMS ON A 
PEACE SETTLEMENT, PROBABLY AT A CARTER-BEGIN-SADAT 
SUMMIT CONEERENCE IN WASHINGTON IN LATE EEBRUARY. 

6. UNLESS THAT HAPPENED, THESE SOURCES SAID, SADAT 
RELIEVED HIS PEACE VENTURE WOULD ELOUNDER INTER- 
MINABLY, EXPOSING HIM TO RIDICULE, OR WORSE, EROM HIS 
MANY ADVERSARIES: MILITANT ARAB NATIONS, THE SOVIET 
UNION AND THE PALESTINE LIBERATION ORGANIZATION, AMONG 
OTHERS. 

7. AS ONE POSSIBILITY EOR MEETING WITH CARTER, SADAT 
EARLIER REPORTEDLY CONSIDERED ACCEPTING AN INVITATION 
TO VISIT WASHINGTON EEB. 22 PROM RABBI BARUCH KORFP, 
POUNDER OP THE U.S. CITIZENS CONGRESS AND PORMERLY 
HEAD OP THE PRESIDENT NIXON JUSTICE FUND. THAT WOULD 
HAVE EXPOSED SADAT, HOWEVER, TO SCOPPING THAT HE WAS 
TURNING TO "NIXON'S RABBI," AS KORPP'S CRITICS DERIDE 
HIM. 

UNCLASSIPIED 

UNCLASSIPIED 

PAGE 03 STATE 015016 TOSEC 010094 

8. SADAT ALSO REPORTEDLY HAS INVITATIONS FROM OTHER 
AMERICAN ORGANIZATIONS, AMONG THEM HARVARD UNIVERSITY. 
BUT SADAT IS SAID TO HAVE SOUGHT A MORE SIGNIFICANT 
BASIS FOR COMING TO THE UNITED STATES THAN ANY OP 

THESE INVITATIONS. 

9. ADMINISTRATION STRATEGISTS DO NOT AGREE WITH THIS 
THESIS, AND THEY SAID SADAT HAS GIVEN NO INDICATION TO 
THE WHITE HOUSE THAT HE WANTS TO COME TO WASHINGTON. 

10. IP SADAT WISHED TO DO SO, THEY SAID, THERE WOULD 
BE NO NEED FOR ANY PLOY; HE COULD SIMPLY ASK THE 
PRESIDENT TO INVITE HIM. SADAT, NEVERTHELESS, MAY WELL 
HAVE WANTED FIRST TO PORTRAY ISRAEL AS ODD-MAN-OUT. 

1 1 . PAR MORE IMPORTANT TO SADAT, HOWEVER, THAN THE 
PORM OP A NEW TRIP TO THE UNITED STATES WERE THE 
PACTORS IMPELLING BOLD ACTION TO CRACK WHAT HE SAW AS 
ANOTHER EGYPTIAN-ISRAELI DIPLOMATIC STALEMATE. 

12. BEPORE THE START OF THIS WEEK'S TALKS IN JERU- 
SALEM, WHICH SADAT HAS ABRUPTLY ENDED BY RECALLING HIS 
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FOREIGN MINISTER, SADAT GLOOMILY EORECAST THAT THEY 
WOULD EAIL. 

13. IN AN INTERVIEW WITH THE EGYPTIAN MAGAZINE OCTOBER, 
PUBLISHED LAST SATURDAY, SADAT SAID HE HAD "NO HOPE 
WHATSOEVER" THAT EITHER THE EGYPTIAN-ISRAELI POLITICAL 
COMMITTEE TALKS IN JERUSALEM, OR THE MILITARY COMMITTEE 
TALKS IN CAIRO, WOULD PROVE SUCCESSEUL. 

14. HE CHARGED THAT ISRAEL'S LEADERS "HAVE EAILED TO 
REALIZE THE SUBSTANCE OE THE INITIATIVE" HE LAUNCHED BY 
VISITING JERUSALEM IN NOVEMBER. NEGOTIATIONS, HE SAID, 
WERE SINKING INTO THE OLD QUAGMIRE OE EEAR, SUSPICION 
AND LABYRINTHIAN DEBATE. 
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15. THAT INTERVIEW CONTAINED SOME SHARP BARBS AT BEGIN. 
THEY MAY HAVE CONTRIBUTED TO THE HARSH OUTBURST BY BEGIN 
TUESDAY NIGHT IN JERUSALEM, TO THE SHOCK OE GUESTS AT 

THE DINNER ATTENDED BY EGYPTIAN EOREIGN MINISTER 
MOHAMMED KAMEL. 

16. SADAT IN THAT INTERVIEW TARTLY SAID, IN AN ALLUSION 
TO THE DAYS WHEN BEGIN WAS ASSAILED AS AN ISRAELI "TER- 
RORIST," THAT: "THIS PEACE INITIATIVE OF MINE IS NOT 

THE KING DAVID HOTEL WHICH BEGIN BLEW UP WHEN HE WAS 
YOUNG. HE CANNOT BLOW UP THE INITIATIVE WITHOUT 
DESTROYING HIMSELE AND OTHERS FOR HUNDREDS OF YEARS. " 

17. ON BOTH SIDES THE LANGUAGE HAS BECOME BRISTLY IN 
THE LAST EEW DAYS, CULMINATING IN ELGIN'S REMARKS 
TUESDAY NIGHT THAT BRACKETED THE SADAT DEMAND FOR "SELF- 
DETERMINATION" EOR PALESTINIANS WITH AN ALLUSION TO 

NAZI GERMANY'S INVOCATION OE SELE-DETERMINATION EOR 
ETHNIC GERMANS. 

18. A CARTER ADMINISTRATION OEEICIAL PRIVATELY SAID 
YESTERDAY THAT IT MUST BE RECOGNIZED THAT SADAT AND 
BEGIN ARE EXTREMELY TIRED AND HAVE BOTH BEEN EXPOSED 
TO EXTRAORDINARY PERSONAL, POLITICAL AND PSYCHOLOGICAL 
PRESSURES. 

19. BEGIN S OUTBURST WAS DISMAYING, THIS SOURCE SAID, 

BUT BEGIN HAS BEEN EXPERIENCING INTENSIVE POLITICAL 
CONTROVERSY, INCLUDING THE RECENT DETECTION OE ONE OE 
HIS CLOSEST ASSOCIATES, SHMUEL KATZ, SPECIAL ADVISER ON 
INEORMATION POLICY. 
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20. SADAT, FOR HIS PART, THIS SOURCE SAID, HAS BEEN 
LITERALLY OPERATING AS A LONER, WITH NO INTIMATE 
ADVISERS INFLUENTIAL ENOUGH TO SHARE HIS THOUGHTS OR TO 
INVOLKE CAUTION ON HIS ACTIONS. 

21. ADMINISTRATION OEFICIALS YESTERDAY WERE CAUTIONING 
REPORTERS AGAINST OVERESTIMATING THE CONSEQUENCES OF 
SADAT'S RECALL OF HIS FOREIGN MINISTER. THE DIFFICULT 
EGYPTIAN-ISRAELI TALKS, THESE OFEICIALS SAID, WERE BOUND 
TO HAVE AN ERRATIC COURSE, WITH DISAPPOINTMENTS AND EVEN 
PERIODIC BREAKDOWNS. 

22. OTHER SOURCES, HOWEVER, INCLUDING SOURCES IN CAIRO, 

SAY THAT THIS AMERICAN APPRAISAL UNDERESTIMATES SADAT'S 
INTENTIONS. 

23. ACCORDING TO THIS ALTERNATIVE ASSESSMENT, SADAT 
BELIEVES HE MUST RECAPTURE THE SENSE OE HIGH DRAMA AND 
INTERNATIONAL DYNAMISM WHICH FOCUSED ON HIS SPECTACULAR 
TRIP TO JERUSALEM IN ORDER TO FORCE AN EARLY PEACE SET- 
TLEMENT WITH ISRAEL. 

24. BY THIS ASSESSMENT, THE ONLY ONE WHO CAN COMPEL 
ISRAEL TO COME TO TERMS THAT SADAT CAN ACCEPT IS PRESI- 
DENT CARTER, AND AMERICAN PUBLIC OPINION, RALLYING TO 
SADAT'S CLAIM THAT HE HAS OEFERED "EVERYTHING" TO ISRAEL 
AND "GOT NOTHING IN RETURN." 

25. IF THIS ASSESSMENT IS CORRECT, SADAT HAS YET TO 
CLIMAX HIS PRESENT STRATEGY, PRESUMABLY AT SADAT'S 
APPEARANCE BEFORE THE EGYPTIAN LEGISLATURE SATURDAY, 
FOLLOWING HIS FRIDAY MEETING WITH SECRETARY OF STATE 
CYRUS R. VANCE. END TEXT. CHRISTOPHER 
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